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The Shipbuilders

Braehead, Renfrewshire ¢ 2002

This sculpture was commissioned

by Capital Shopping Centres as a
feature for “Clydebuilt”, the Scottish
Maritime Museum on the banks of the
River Clyde at Braehead in Renfrew-
shire, Scotland. The composition is
made up of a pair of shipyard work-
ers who are posed hauling on the drag
chains of a ship, pulling her towards
the Clyde. The prow of the ship is
built out from the wall of the museum
and the figures lean out over the river
walkway, so that the spectator has

an exciting and dynamic view of the

sculptures from below.

The sculpture is intended to represent
the past and (hopefully) the future

of shipbuilding on the River Clyde.
One figure is clad in old-fashioned
dungarees, and wears a flat cap, as
they would have done in the yards of
yesteryear... the other wears modern
overalls and sports a kromer welding
cap as worn in the Clyde’s remaining

shipyards.

The sculpture is made of cold cast
bronze, a fibreglass and bronze pig-
ment compound which has all the
visual qualities of real bronze, but
was considerably more economical
to produce to meet the very restric-
tive available budget for the commis-
sion. The figures are approximately
twice life size. It was unveiled in
2001 by Sir Alex Ferguson, manager
of Manchester United, who lends
considerable support to projects in his
home area. Andy was assisted by the
talented sculptor Kenny Mackay, a
former partner in the Scott Associates

company.

This piece has now been adopted into

the advertising and promotional ma-
terial for the Museum and has proved
very popular with visitors, standing
as a proud testament to the industrial
heritage of the River Clyde.

The Monkton Icarus was commissioned
by Scottish Enterprise Ayrshire to mark

a new aerospace development park at
Monkton, next to prestwick Airport in
Ayrshire, Scotland. It is based on designs
created by local school children and was
cast in bronze by Beltane Studios of
Peebles in the Scottish Borders. It stands
almost 4 metres high and has a wing
span of 3.5 metres, and is reinforced by
internal stainless steel.



